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Governor’s Message
Dear Maryland Warriors:
As you receive this letter, the
Thanksgiving holiday period
will be upon us and the Christmas season and year-end celebrations will be around the corner. So, it is appropriate to recap
a very busy year for the Society
of Colonial Wars in the State of
Maryland (SCWMD).
Before addressing our many
activities and group accomplishments, I will share a few
thoughts and reflections. Firstly,
for a number of reasons I find it
a bit remarkable that I write this
letter to you as your Governor.
Having moved to Maryland
thirty years ago, a handful of institutions made my transition
into the “Old Line State” fairly
seamless. SCWMD is one of
those groups. So, I thank all of
the gentlemen of our Society for
their welcoming hand of fellowship and common purpose that
we share as Colonial Warriors.
Although I am a native of Pennsylvania, I am keenly aware of
the legacy of our state Society
and how it has contributed to
preserving Maryland’s Colonial
history and keeping it relevant.
Secondly, I am humbled to
serve as your Governor. And I
am mindful of the untimely
passing of my fellow Washington & Lee graduate, Jonathan
W. Pine, Jr., who, as Deputy
Governor, was in line to be Gov-
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ernor this year. Jon was a tireless
volunteer who never said no to
any task. I would like to thank
Henry C. Pitts, our immediate
past Governor and current
Deputy Governor General, for
his leadership and his assistance
during the transition process.
And lastly, “a tip of the hat”
to all members who serve in capacities of responsibility. Along
the way, you all provide superb
sounding boards for the Governor.
2015 was a year of many highlights. On March 25, our second
sponsored Maryland Day celebration was well-attended and
memorable. Special mention
goes to Warrior Scott Watkins

for orchestrating everything.
Our annual Oyster Roast took
place in January. Our Annual
Meeting of March 26 went off
flawlessly.
Early May saw a number of
Maryland Warriors travel to
Bermuda for the General
Society’s Annual Meeting. Unofficially, the number of Maryland Society attendees was second only to host New Jersey’s.
The Gibson Island Club served
as a lovely venue for our midJune picnic, quickly followed by
our Society’s participation in the
June 16 L’Hermione event in Annapolis. Thanks to Warriors
Gundry, Howard, Isaacson,
Continued on page 7
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Reveille
2015 has been another excellent year for enrolling new
members in the Society of Colonial Wars in the State of
Maryland. Many thanks go to
Membership Chairman (and
former Governor) Dennis Peters and Installation Chairman
Peter Pearre for their important work on behalf of our
Society’s new members.
A warm welcome is extended
to the following gentlemen,
listed with the dates of their
election by the Council to
membership in the Society, as
recorded by Society Registrar
Al Gundry.
RICHARD CAVENDISH DARRELL
(on November 13, 2014)
JAMES DOUGLAS BOWLING
(on December 11, 2014)
NICHOLAS MORRISON GARDNER
(on February 12, 2015)
WARD REYNOLDS ANDERSON
(on May 14, 2015)
DAVID TUCKER SMOOT
(on May 14, 2015)
ROBERT WHEATON AWALT, JR
(on September 10, 2015)
THOMAS BERNARD SHETTLE
(on September 10, 2015)
CHRISTIAN COSTELLO CONVERSE
(on October 8, 2015)
MICHAEL MATTHEW THOMPSON
(on October 8, 2015)
WILLIAM HAROLD MARTIN

(on October 8, 2015)

Taps
We record with sadness the deaths of
the following Maryland Colonial
Warriors. Their obituaries, compiled
by Society Historian William J.D.
Somerville III, are provided here.

SAMUEL LYLES FREELAND
(on March 2, 2015)

Samuel Lyles Freeland was born
in Baltimore in 1930 and raised in
Easton. He was educated at Easton
High School, Johns Hopkins University, and the University of
Maryland School of Law. From
1951 until 1955, he served in the
U.S. Air Force. After law school, he
practiced in Baltimore and returned to Easton in 1970. He was a
past President of both the
Dorchester County and Talbot
County Bar Associations.
He was a member of many historical and hereditary organizations. He was elected as a member
of the Society of Colonial Wars in
the State of Maryland in 2002. He
was a past President of the Society
of Sons of the Revolution in the
State of Maryland and, at the time
of his death, he was the Chancellor
on the Council of the Society of
Colonial Wars in the State of Maryland. At the time of his death in
Easton, he was 84.
ALEXANDER KEITH MCCLUNG, JR
(on May 16, 2015)

A native of West Virginia,
Alexander Keith McClung, Jr.,
graduated from West Virginia University in 1956 with a degree in Political Science. He received a degree
from Harvard Law School in 1959.
He practiced law in Charleston and
served in the West Virginia Na-

tional Guard. He was activated for
a short time during the Berlin Wall
crisis in 1961.
In 1971, he took a job with the
Commercial Credit Corporation
and eventually moved to Baltimore. He became General Counsel
for the company and he retired in
1998. In 2004, he was elected as a
member of the Society of Colonial
Wars. He was also a member of the
Saint George’s Society of Baltimore. At the time of his death in
Baltimore, he was 80 years old.
WILLIAM THADDEUS CONKLIN III
(on October 5, 2015)

Born in Baltimore and raised in
Roland Park and Homeland, William Thaddeus Conklin III attended
St. Paul’s School, joined the Navy
during World War II, and returned
to St. Paul’s and graduated in 1947.
He earned a bachelor’s degree at
Haverford College.
After college, he worked at Lee
Tires in Pennsylvania and he remained in the tire industry his entire career. Eventually, he moved to
Baltimore to head the Schenuit
Rubber Corp. in Woodberry. After
the firm closed, he was associated
with Landau Tires, the Private
Brand Tire Group, and the American Farm Bureau’s tire division.
A descendant of Maryland Governor Leonard Calvert, he was
elected to membership of the Society of Colonial Wars in 1996. He
was a past Governor of the Society
of the Ark and the Dove. He was
also a member of the First Families
of Virginia and the Society of
Mareen Duvall Descendants. The
former Ruxton resident was 88.
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Historic Projects
By Mortimer Sellers

The Society of Colonial Wars in
the State of Maryland (SCWMD)
made two grants in aid of Historic
Projects in 2015, to the Gibson Island Historical Society and the
Nanticoke Historical Preservation
Alliance. Both grants were
matched by gifts from the General
Society of Colonial Wars. Earlier
allocated grants from SCWMD also
funded a major exhibit at the Maryland Historical Society.
The gift to the Nanticoke Historic Preservation Alliance aided in
the reconstruction of the fireplaces
at Handsell House, one of the last
remaining 18th-century brick
dwelling houses in Dorchester
County. The House stands in close
association with the older site of a
Chicone Indian village, which
gives the building a particular interest and plays a major role in its
modern interpretation.
The grant to the Gibson Island
Historical Society funded exploratory excavations of 18th-century
sites on the Island. These areas
were identified by examining geographical anomalies, and excavations also revealed earlier Indian
and 17th-century relics. This is part
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of an ongoing campaign, the direction of which will be guided by
these recent discoveries.
In addition to funds disbursed in
2015, earlier grants by SCWMD to
the Maryland Historical Society
were redirected with the permission of the Council to make the Society the primary sponsor of an exhibit presented to the public as “A
Tale of Three Coffins: Living and
Dying in 17th-Century St. Mary's
City.” This exhibit, which opened
on Maryland Day, displayed and
interpreted the newly identified ostial remains of Philip Calvert, son
of the first Lord Baltimore, his first
wife Anne Wolseley Calvert, and
an infant, presumably their child.
All three had been interred in expensive lead coffins in the Jesuit
Chapel at St. Mary's City, the first
brick building erected in Maryland.
The opening of the exhibit was
marked by a reception for members of the Society, at which the forensic analysis of the bones and
items buried with them was explained to give a vivid image of life
in 17th- century Maryland.

Anne Wolseley Calvert

One of the lead coffins from the SCWMDsponsored exhibit at the Maryland
Historical Society.

The Henry Stockbridge Fund
The Maryland Society has created a fund for Historic Projects. The fund is
named for our first governor, Henry Stockbridge. Contributions to the
Stockbridge Fund will allow the Society to enhance our sponsorship of historic projects around Maryland that are near and dear to the hearts of Warriors.
There are a number of gift planning options that can help you endow the
Stockbridge Fund: Bequests are the single most popular form of planned
gifts and one of the easiest to make. Your bequest may be in the form of cash,
securities, real estate, tangible personal property, or other assets. You may
provide for The Henry Stockbridge Fund by creating a new will, adding a
codicil to your present will, or including the Fund in your revocable trust.
Please see your attorney, tax advisor or IRA administrator for specific advice on
the various planned giving options.
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First in Freedom of Conscience: Maryland Day 2015
By Jeffrey Scott Watkins
Maryland Day 2015 was held on
Wednesday, March 25 at the Baltimore Basilica. Cecilius Calvert’s vision of Freedom of Conscience was
the focus of the ceremony marking
the founding of the colony on
March 25, 1634. It also coincided
with the “A Tale of Three Coffins:
Living and Dying in 17th-Century
St. Mary’s City” exhibit at the
Maryland Historical Society, of
which SCWMD is the signature
sponsor. The master of ceremony
was our own Governor Henry
Conley Pitts. Those participating
included His Excellency, Archbishop William E. Lori, Baltimore’s Ecumenical Community, Daniel Firehawk of the People of the Chesapeake, Dr. A. Skipp Sanders of the
Reginald F. Lewis Museum, Dr.
Henry Miller of Historic St. Mary’s
City, Dr. Major Andrew Churchill,
R.S., of the Embassy of the United
Kingdom, Brigadier General Jeffrey Kramer of the Maryland Army
National Guard, representatives of
sixteen hereditary and four county
historical societies, and reenactors
representing Maryland’s colonial
past.
Beginning as a verbal agreement
upon departure from England,
Calvert’s idea of religious freedom
became an ordinance in 1639 and
later in 1649 became the Maryland
Toleration Act. Several speakers,
including Dr. Henry Miller, Dr.
Mortimer Sellers, and Governor
Henry Pitts, touched on the impor-

tance of Cecilius Calvert’s vision of
Freedom of Conscience and its
seminal influence on the First
Amendment of our Constitution.
Three crosses made from the
roots of the last standing Liberty
Tree were presented to be blessed
by the ecumenical clergy. The Reverend William McKeachie, formerly of Old St. Paul’s, wrote and
led the litany “Liberty On Earth as
it is in Heaven,” with each member
of the clergy offering a petition for
the Calvert family, the state, and
the nation. The refrain from the
congregation was “These crosses
proclaim, ‘Fair liberty, see! Be
free!’” The latter two lines are from
a popular song sung by patriots
who gathered under the Liberty
Tree. One cross will adorn the tabernacle of the oldest brick building
in Maryland, the newly reconstructed Jesuit chapel in St. Mary’s
City. The other two crosses were
awarded to His Holiness, Pope
Francis, and His Royal Highness,
The Prince of Wales, for their defense of freedom of religion and
unity through diversity in the
world today. The Archbishop of
Baltimore received for the Pope
and Dr. Major Andrew Churchill,
R.S., received for The Prince of
Wales.
Period music was performed
throughout the ceremony by the
Mayfair Consort, the Washington
Brass, Organist Dr. Jason Kissel,
Soprano Joanna Moorer, and the
fife and drums of the “Old Guard”

The Basilica draped in the state flag
courtesy of the Baltimore City Fire
Department and The Maryland National
Guard of the 5th Regiment Armory.

and Fort Frederick. The Basilica
was draped with the Society’s Banner, the early flags of colonial
Maryland, and the colors many hereditary and county historical societies.
Following the ceremony, a reception was given for SCWMD
members at the Maryland Historical Society for the opening of the
exhibit “A Tale of Three Coffins:
Living and Dying in 17th-Century
St. Mary’s City.”
The event was covered by The
Baltimore Sun, the Catholic Review,
The Capital Gazette, the County
Times of Southern Maryland, and
WBAL TV. To find out more, log on
to The Society of Colonial Wars in
the State of Maryland’s new website, www.scwmd.org. Stories and
pictures can be found on both the
media and events pages.

Mark Your Calendar for these Upcoming 2016 Events:
January 31 (Sunday) – Annual Oyster Roast, L’Hirondelle Club
March 23 (Wednesday) – Annual Business Meeting and Spring Assembly, Maryland Club
March 25 (Friday) – Maryland Day Commemoration, Basilica of the Assumption
Summer Event, to be determined; Fall Event, to be determined.
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Images from Maryland Day 2015

The Reverend William McKeachie leading the litany for the three crosses.

The Archbishop William E. Lori and
Baltimore’s Ecumenical Clergy

St. Mary’s Militia

Society members George Davis Calvert and
Dr. Charles O’Donovan presenting the crosses.

www.scwmd.org: The Society’s New Website
By Jeffrey Scott Watkins
Our Society’s new website is online
for the public and members to view.
The public-access portion of the site is
designed as a profile piece to inform
the viewer about the history, mission,
service, membership, and public
events of the Society. A media page for
coverage the state Society has received
contains a library of press articles, television and radio broadcasts, and a
YouTube channel.
The Events page will remind members about upcoming and past events.
Pictures from public events can be accessed directly from the page. Coming

soon will be a members-only link requiring a passcode, which will allow
members further access to information
and photographs of a more internal
nature.
From the public-access site, a membership page is available for those who
wish to inquire about joining, eligibility, and how to obtain further information.
The Mission of Giving page is
meant to show how SCWMD perpetuates the memory of our history and
heritage through the preservation,
promotion, maintenance, financial
support, and erection of monuments,
works of art, manuscripts, museum

exhibits, scholarships, and civic events
focused on Maryland’s colonial past
for the benefit of the public. A recent
15-year timeline of grant projects can
be viewed from the page.
Our aim through this new site is to
enhance our communication with
members and to create a presence and
understanding in the World Wide
Web community and the media. Both
aspects of the website will serve
SCWMD’s mission of preserving and
promoting Maryland’s colonial past.
We hope you enjoy the new site and
welcome your comments, ideas, and
contributions. Please be sure to visit
www.scwmd.org.
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Christmas Gifts for The Pope and The Prince
By Jeffrey Scott Watkins

The crosses made from the
Maryland Liberty Tree that were
blessed at the Maryland Day celebration in March are to be presented in their decorative boxes at
the Society’s Christmas Party on
December 5 at the Elkridge Club to
representatives of The Pope and
The Prince of Wales. Made from
the roots of the last standing Liberty Tree, a 600-year-old tulip poplar that stood on the campus of St.
John’s College (formerly King
William’s School) in Annapolis, the
crosses have stands made from the
460-year-old Wye Oak, the State
Tree. These crosses represent much
of Maryland’s early colonial history. Under its branches the Liberty
Tree witnessed the peace treaty between Lord Baltimore and the
Susquehannocks in 1652 that allowed the colony to expand further
north. The tree got its name in the
days leading up to the American
Revolution. In 1774, it was the rallying point for the Sons of Liberty
before the burning of the Peggy
Stewart and her cargo of tea. It was
said
that
Washington
and
Lafayette stood under its branches
on their way to Yorktown.
The crosses are designed in the
17th-Century Jesuit style that most
likely would have adorned the tabernacle of Old St. Mary’s Church,
the first brick building erected in
Maryland in the 1660s. Thomas
Brown was the woodwright. The
gilding has a patina reflecting the

The roots of the Liberty Tree.

passage of time and was applied
by David Weisand of McLain
Weisand.
Designing the boxes required
research into the cabinetry of the
1600s along with a creative visualization of Maryland’s early colonial history. The design of the
boxes is Jacobean, with ball feet
and a total of six panels. Each
stands eight inches high and
measures six inches in width.
Based on his success in making
the crosses, Thomas Brown was
commissioned to build the
boxes.
Faux finisher and artist
Jacqueline Moore applied a
black crackle mahogany and
burnished gold leaf finish to create the effect of three centuries of The three Liberty Tree Crosses with bases
wear. Within the panels she made from the Wye Oak.
painted the Calvert arms pattern
of the Lords Baltimore.
in honor of Maryland’s founding
James Adajian of Adajian &
family. On the front doors, two
Nelson made and applied the panMaryland shillings were inlaid to
els of raw silk for the interiors of
represent the colony’s proprietary
the boxes. The color, a dark muted
status, with obverse side showing
pink, represents the original hue of
the profile with Maryland’s
the crosses that are quartered along
founder and father of Freedom of
with the black and gold Calvert
Conscience in the New World,
pattern on Lord Baltimore’s coat of
Cecilius Calvert. The inscription
arms. The botany crosses were the
reads: “Terra Mariae,” meaning
arms of the Crosslands, the materMaryland, “Caelcilius Dns,” meannal side of the first Lord Baltimore,
ing Lord Cecilius. “Dns” is the meSir George Calvert.
dieval abbreviation for Dominus,
Retired from the Kirk Stieff
meaning Lord.
Company, Rod Merson was the
On the reverse side displaying
hand engraver of the two three- by
his heraldic arms reads a passage
five-inch sterling silver plates that
from Genesis I, 28: “Benedixtique
illis Deus, et ait: CRESCITE:
ET: MVTIPLICAMINI,” translated
“and God blessed them and said,
‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth.’” The sides of the boxes
have arrows painted on them representing the two Indian arrows
paid to Charles I by the 2nd Lord
Baltimore for the charter of Maryland. A five-pointed star and
baron’s crown on the back panels
represent Maryland the state and
The finished boxes with symbols of
Maryland the proprietary colony
Maryland’s colonial past.
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will be applied on the tops of the
boxes. Their inscriptions will read:
The Liberty Tree Cross
Maryland
First in Freedom of Conscience
An Act Concerning Religion 1649
presented to
His Holiness Pope Francis/ His
Royal Highness The Prince of Wales
by
The Society of Colonial Wars
in the State of Maryland
25 March 2015

The sterling silver plates along
with the gold leaf represent the second part of the agreement between
Cecilius Calvert and Charles I that
included one-fifth of all the gold
and silver found in the colony
along with two arrows from the
natives of the Chesapeake. No gold
or silver was ever found by the
colonists.

These two crosses are awarded
to two men who have been defenders and proponents of religious
freedom and unity through diversity in the world today.

Thomas Brown the woodwright, maker of
the crosses and builder of the boxes.

The newly reconstructed Jesuit Chapel built on the
foundation of the original 1660s structure. One of the
crosses will be installed on its tabernacle.

The obverse side of one the
Maryland shillings that is
inlaid in one of the front
panels.

Christmas Party
Please plan to join your fellow Maryland Colonial Warriors at the
Society’s ever-popular Christmas Party, held again this year at the
Elkridge Club on the evening of December 5. With seasonal decorations and delicacies (including an oyster bar!), a festive kickoff to the
holiday season is assured.
Attendees can look forward to an installation ceremony for the
Society’s newest members, a short video presentation on the Society’s
Liberty Tree Crosses project, and public presentation of the crosses
and their magnificent new boxes to representatives of The Pope and
The Prince of Wales.

Governor’s
Message
Continued from page 1

Watkins, and Wilmer for marching on a sun-scorched day.
Going forward, the former
Publications Committee is now
the Communications Committee. Clinton Macsherry, Scott
Watkins, and Ted Watson are to
be commended for building and
launching a high-quality website. Website and email use will
likely continue to be new means
by which we communicate with
membership. In no way will we
eliminate our paper invitations
or newsletter. I encourage all
members to access our website
(www.scwmd.org) and provide
comment.
Membership continues to be a
focus for our Society. Membership Chair Dennis Peters is to be
applauded for his tireless efforts
and high-quality results. As previous Governors have noted, we
must increase our ranks with
suitable gentlemen in order to
sustain our vitality and perpetuate our mission.
In the capacity as Governor, I
am reminded of the mottos of
two educational institutions in
my background. One states, ”Be
worthy of thy heritage.” The
Latin phrase of the other is
translated as, “Not unmindful
of the future.” Together, perhaps these are applicable guideposts as to how our state Society
marches forward. In 2016,
please plan on attending as
many Society events as possible.
To that end, I look forward sharing camaraderie and together
pursuing our Society’s mission.
Very respectfully,
John L. Bruch III, Governor
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Society Regalia
Warriors—and those who might
want to give them gifts—may wish
to consider these items.

The Society's 100% silk bow tie is produced exclusively for the Society by
Ben Silver of Charleston. All members
are authorized for wear.
Bow Tie
$60

The Society Rosette is produced by
Dexter Rosettes of Gwyneed Valley,
Pennsylvania. All members are authorized for wear.
9mm Society
Rosette in
Scarlet & White
$10

Crafted by Ben Silver of Charleston,
the patch features a five-pin stud back
for a secure smooth fit and a wide border perfect for sewing. All members are
authorized for wear.
Blazer Patch
$70

The Society's 100% silk four-in-hand
tie is produced exclusively for the Society by Ben Silver of Charleston. All
members are authorized for wear.
Four-in-Hand Tie
$70

Please clearly indicate the item(s)
you wish to purchase, make your
check payable to GSCW, and mail
to:
G.S.C.W. - Langsdale Library
1415 Maryland Avenue
3rd Floor
Baltimore, MD 21201

The Society’s 2016 Maryland Day Commemoration is scheduled for Friday, March 25 at
11:00 a.m. at the Basilica of the Assumption. More details to follow.
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