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Governor’s Letter
Dear Maryland Warriors:
The Society of Colonial
Wars in the State of Maryland held it first plenary
meeting on the feast of
Saint Cecilia – November 22
– in 1893, to celebrate the
260th anniversary of the departure from England of
Maryland’s first colonists
on the Ark and the Dove.
This year’s Saint Cecilia’s
Day therefore marks the
125th anniversary of our
Society and 385th since our
progenitors left Cowes. As
Vergil said of Rome: Governor Mortimer Sellers
“Multa quoque et bello
passus dum conderet
urbem.” (“It took a lot of sweat and
proaches we have acquired and reblood to build our beautiful repubstored the bronze model for the
lic.”)
statue of Cecil Calvert that the SoThe simple act of trying to name
ciety of Colonial Wars erected in
our Society’s “quasquicentennial”
front of the Baltimore City Courtgathering illustrates the limited
house in 1908, and which stands
grandeur of our accomplishment,
there still, admired every day by all
but it is notable that the length of
who enter and leave our public
our corporate existence now nearly
halls of justice. The design, casting,
matches that of the colonial period
and installation of Calvert’s statue
we celebrate. The founders of
remains one of the signal accomMaryland built so much of lasting
plishments of our Society, and we
value in so little time that we can
have commissioned smaller bronze
never aspire to match their
replicas to mark our celebration.
achievements. At best, we can perThe carefully worded inscrippetuate the memory and accomtion that our predecessors set on
plishments of those who assisted in
the plinth of Calvert’s statue eduthe creation and defense of Marycates the judges, lawyers, and citiland in her formative years.
zens of Baltimore without excesThis makes it particularly approsive exaggeration in the ideals of
priate that as our anniversary ap“Cecilius Calvert, Baron Baltimore

of Baltimore in the Kingdom of Ireland and absolute Lord and Proprietary
of the Provinces of Maryland and Avalon in
America,” who “established in the Palatine of
Maryland for the first time
in the English speaking
world freedom of religious
worship according to any
Christian form and the
Separation of Church and
State.”
The freedom of religion was indeed a primary
concern of Lord Baltimore,
whose formal written instructions directed his
brother and Maryland’s first governor, Leonard Calvert, to “be very
careful to preserve unity and
peace” amongst all the colonists, to
“suffer no scandal nor offense to be
given” on account of religion, and
to treat all Christian sects with “as
much mildness and favor as Justice
will permit.” This charge “to do
justice to every man without partiality” remained and remains the
watchword of Maryland, though
time has softened Calvert’s accompanying strictures against Virginia
and Virginians, concerning whom
he warned we should have “as
little to do with them as you can.”
Calvert and his contemporaries
saw a striking parallel in the relationship of Virginia and Maryland
Continued on page 11
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Reveille
Enrolling new members is a
vital part of the effort to sustain the Society of Colonial
Wars in the State of Maryland.
Many thanks go to Membership Chairmen Talbot J. Albert
IV and Henry Conley Pitts, and
to Installation Chairman William Holland Wilmer III, for
their important work on behalf
of our Society's new members.
A warm welcome is extended
to the following gentlemen,
listed with the dates of their
election by the Council to
membership in our Society, as
recorded by Registrar Alfred
Gundry.
KENNETH FRANCIS FICK
(on October 12, 2017)
JOSEPH PATRICK WARNER
(on October 12, 2017)
JOHN JOSEPH LYNCH
(on November 9, 2017)

New Members’ Certificate
By George Allen Hughes and
William Holland Wilmer III

Last spring, Registrar Alfred
Gundry suggested that the Council
of the Society of Colonial Wars in
the State of Maryland (SCWMD) issue to new members a certificate
similar to one he received when he
joined another hereditary society.
A review of several hereditary societies showed that at least four of
the larger ones issue such membership certificates. Governor Sellers tasked
the Installation Committee with providing
options to the Council.
As the General Society can provide an
elaborate certificate for
about $70 in about four
weeks, it was agreed
that SCWMD should
design a certificate that
can
be
produced
quickly and at a lower
cost. It was also agreed

that the new certificate should include a brief description of the Society and its work.
Incorporating the new and superb SCWMD emblem developed
by Warrior Peter Janney Schwab,
and with the generous assistance of
Governor Sellers and Warrior Jeffrey Scott Watkins, the certificate
that appears herewith was approved by the Council at the October meeting.

VICTOR LAWRENCE CRAWFORD, JR
(on November 9, 2017)
SANFORD COBB BOYCE
(on January 11, 2018)
SCOTT ANDREW WILBUR
(on January 11, 2018)
GARY ROGER NEAL
(on January 11, 2018)
ROBERT CHESTER SCHWANER III
(on January 11, 2018)

PAUL ASHLEY WALDEN
(on February 8, 2018)

A presentation of the colors precedes the installation of new members at the
Spring Assembly
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Taps
We record with sadness the deaths
of the following Maryland Colonial Warriors. Their obituaries,
compiled by Society Historian
William J.D. Somerville III, are
provided here.
ALLAN JOHN MEAD
(on January 5, 2018)

Allan John Mead, a retired investment banker, died of a stroke
on January 5, 2018, at Gilchrist
Hospice Care in Towson. He was
82 and lived in Guilford.
Born in Jamaica, he was the son
of Mary Ball Perine of Homeland
and Allan O.S. Keeling, a justice of
the peace. He was raised in Baltimore by his mother and his stepfather, Frank D. Mead. He attended
St. Paul’s School for Boys and was
a 1954 graduate of Episcopal High
School in Alexandria, Virginia. He
earned a bachelor’s degree at
Washington & Lee University,
where he was a varsity lacrosse
player and member of the Sigma
Alpha Epsilon fraternity.
Mr. Mead moved to New York
and became an institutional banker
with Chemical Bank. He moved
back to Baltimore in 1967 and
joined the investment firm of Robert Garrett & Sons. Later, he became a municipal bonds salesman
with Alex. Brown & Sons, and retired from Chapin Davis Investments in Baltimore.
He played golf frequently and
he scored two holes-in-one at the
Greenspring Valley Hunt Club. He
enjoyed sailing his boat, the West
Wind, from its Annapolis berth. He
had been a member of the Maryland Club for 50 years. He played
cards there and attended its
Wednesday Club luncheons. He
also belonged to the Bachelors
Cotillon, the St. Andrew’s Society,

and the St. George’s Society. He
served on the boards of the
Greenspring Valley Hunt Club and
St. Paul’s School for Boys, and was
a past vestry member of Old St.
Paul’s Church. He was elected to
membership our Society in 1977.
FREDERICK WALLACE PYNE

ogy. He was Registrar of the Maryland Sons of the American Revolution and a Board-Certified Genealogical Records Specialist. He also
wrote the seven-volume treatise
“Descendants of the Signers of the
Declaration of Independence.” He
was elected to our Society in 1990.

(on March 17, 2018)

GRANVILLE WARREN WEHLAND

The Rev. Frederick Wallace Pyne
died at Buckingham’s Choice retirement community on March 17,
2016. He was the son of the late Lt.
Col Frederick Cruger Pyne and
Helen Louise Wallace.
He was born at Fort Bliss in El
Paso, Texas on August 19, 1926. He
enlisted in the United States Army
on D-Day 1944, served four years,
and won an appointment to West
Point. He matriculated at West
Point on July 1, 1948. He left West
Point and earned a civil engineering degree from the former TriState College, now Trine University, in Indiana in June 1951. In
1966, he earned a master’s degree
from The Johns Hopkins University. He was a Professional Engineer, a Fellow of the American Society of Civil Engineers, and a Diplomat of the American Academy of
Environmental Engineers.
He married Jo Ann Rammes in
Michigan in July 1952, and soon
thereafter they moved to Maryland. They lived in the Village of
Linwood in Carroll County until
1986, when they moved to
Frederick, and then into the retirement community of Buckingham’s
Choice. After a long career as an
engineer and professor of mathematics, he entered the ministry.
He was ordained in 1993 in the
United Episcopal Church of North
America. He served as the Rector
of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
(Traditional) until his retirement in
2000.
He was also interested in geneal-

(on March 18, 2018)

Granville Warren Wehland died
at Lighthouse Senior Living in
Ellicott City on March 18, 2018.
Known as “Sonny,” he was a retired Howard County highways
chief. He was 83.
Born on a farm in what is now
Columbia, he was the son of Henry
Wadsworth Wehland and his wife,
Ellen Alberta Wehland. He was in
the first graduating class of
Howard High School and earned
his undergraduate and law degrees
from the University of Baltimore.
He married Mary Constance
Colbert and was active in local
politics. He and his wife were past
presidents of the Howard County
Historical Society, and he lived in
the historic district of Ellicott City.
He was a member of the County
Engineers Society of Maryland and
the Sons of the American Patriots.
He was elected to our Society in
1986.
Continued on page 4
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Taps
Continued from page 3

RALPH LYNN DEGROFF, JR
(on April 19, 2018)

Ralph Lynn DeGroff, Jr., a retired investment banker, died on
April 19, 2018 from lung cancer at
Gilchrist Hospice Care in Towson.
He was 81 and resided in Ruxton.
Known as “Tiggie,” he was born
in Baltimore and raised on Taplow
Road in Homeland. He was the son
of Ralph L. DeGroff, a partner in
the investment firm of Robert
Garrett & Sons, and Marion Wilson
DeGroff, a homemaker.
He was a 1954 graduate of
Gilman School and earned a
bachelor’s degree in 1958 from
Princeton. He earned a master’s
degree in business from the University of Virginia in 1960. He enlisted in the Army in 1960, serving
with the Counter Intelligence
Corps.
He began his business career
when he joined the investment
banking firm of Dillon, Read & Co.
in New York. In 1981, he joined
Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette Securities Corporation as a managing
director. In 1990, he moved to
Ruxton and continued to work in
New York. He retired in 1994.
He was a member of the Maryland Club and served on the
boards of the Elkridge Club and the
Hillsboro Club in Hillsboro Beach,
Florida. He was also a member of
the Society of the Cincinnati and
the Holland Society of New York.
He was recently presented The
New Netherlands Institute Alice P.
Kenney Award “in recognition for
his significant contribution to colonial Dutch studies... and in particular for the translation work of the
New Netherlands Project.” He was
elected to our Society in 1959.

HENRY POWELL HOPKINS, JR
(on June 17, 2018)

Henry Powell Hopkins, Jr., a
noted Baltimore silversmith who,
for decades, fashioned university
presidential insignia, chalices,
crosses, and hand-crafted jewelry
from his 19th-century Mount
Vernon studio, died on June 17,
2018, at his Roland Park home. He
was 100.
The son of Henry Powell Hopkins, an architect, and Constance
Medea Hummel Hopkins, a homemaker, he was born in New York
City. His family moved to Roland
Park to a home on Elmwood Road
that his father had designed, and
he lived there much of his life. He
attended St. Paul’s School and
graduated in 1935 from the Gow
School in South Wales, N.Y.
His interest in learning the art of
silversmithing began during his
junior year at St. Paul’s, when he
took a job at S. Kirk & Sons. He began his college studies at the Maryland Institute College of Art, but
interrupted those studies to enlist
in the Navy. While serving aboard
a converted yacht assigned to patrol the coast of Panama, he spent
shore leave studying in a jewelry
shop. He was later assigned to the
heavy cruiser USS Houston as a
gunner’s mate in the Pacific Theater, and after World War II he attended the Boston Museum School
of Fine Arts. A traveling scholarship allowed him to do additional
study in Copenhagen, Stockholm,
London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, and
Paris before returning to his
father’s home, where he began his
professional career.
In 1951, he moved his business
from his father’s basement to a
former
carriage
house
on
Lovegrove Street. He was known
not only for restoring battered silver teapots and spoons brought to

his studio but also for the maces
and insignia he created for the
Johns Hopkins University, Washington College, the University of
Pennsylvania, and Loyola University Maryland, to name a few.
He was a supporter of local theater and enjoyed attending Center
Stage, the Vagabond Players, Spotlighters Theatre, and Everyman
Theatre. For years, he was a member of Baltimore’s Paint and Powder Club and performed in its annual fundraising musicals. He was
a member of the Maryland Club,
the Sons of the American Revolution, the Society of the War of 1812,
and the Rotary Club of Baltimore.
He was elected to our Society in
1951.
THOMAS KENT ROBERTS GROFF
(on September 24, 2018)

Thomas Kent Roberts Groff died
on September 3, 2017 following a
battle with brain cancer.
He was born on September 24,
1953 in Baltimore, the youngest son
of William Denmead Groff, Jr., and
Sally Tayloe Compton Groff. He
was graduated from the Boys’
Latin School and then earned his
undergraduate and master of business administration degrees from
the University of Maryland, College Park. He married Nancy
Moody.
After working in business for
many years, he began teaching
math at Sollers Point Technical
High School. He liked to travel, he
loved dogs, and he was a life-long
Baltimore sports fan. He was a
long-time member of St. James
Episcopal Church on My Lady’s
Manor. He was a member of the
Maryland Club and a past member
of Green Spring Valley Hunt Club.
He was elected to our Society in
1981.
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Historic Projects
By Worthington Peter Pearre

The preamble of the Society of
Colonial Wars begins with the following words: “Whereas, it is desirable that there should be adequate celebrations commemorative of the events of Colonial history which took place within the
period beginning with the settlement of Jamestown, Virginia, May
13, 1607, and preceding the battle
of Lexington, April 19, 1775; therefore, The Society of Colonial Wars
is instituted to perpetuate the
memory of those events.”
The purpose of the Historic
Projects Committee is to help fulfill
the pledge expressed in those
words for the Society of Colonial
Wars in the State of Maryland. The
Committee makes recommendations to the Council for funding
worthy projects related to the period 1607–1775. The Council makes
the final decision. Each project receives an additional grant from the
General Society.
Past projects that have received
funding in the name of our Society
have ranged from the erection of a
marble tablet in the nave of St.
Giles-in-the-Fields in London in
memory of Cecilius Calvert to the
dendrochronology of the BeattyCramer House in Frederick County
for determining its date of construction.
This year the Society participated in the funding of three
projects.
We completed our two consecutive-year grants to the Friends of
the Maryland Archives for the restoration/conservation of the portrait of Queen Henrietta Maria, for
whom our State was named. The
work has been completed, and the
portrait will be returned to the
State House in the near future. Our
funding provided the impetus for

the similar restoration/conservation of the matching portrait of
King Charles I.
A grant was made to the Friends
of Fort Frederick to spearhead a
campaign to erect a historically correct flagpole tall enough to display
a correctly sized replica of Governor Horatio Sharpe's flag, which
was commissioned in 1755. At that
time, it was described as “a Black &

Yellow Flagg 24 feet long and 16
feet broad with the Union in One
Corner.”
The third grant went to the Historical Society of Gibson Island to
continue our financial assistance
with the ongoing archaeological investigation of a 17th century building site. The dig is being conducted
by the Lost Towns Project of Anne
Arundel County.

Two views of Fort Frederick

The Henry Stockbridge Fund
The Maryland Society has created a fund for Historical Projects. The fund
is named for our first governor, Henry Stockbridge. Contributions to the
Stockbridge Fund will allow the Society to enhance our sponsorship of historical projects around Maryland that are near and dear to the hearts of Warriors.
There are a number of gift planning options that can help you endow the
Stockbridge Fund: Bequests are the single most popular form of planned
gifts and one of the easiest to make. Your bequest may be in the form of cash,
securities, real estate, tangible personal property, or other assets. You may
provide for The Henry Stockbridge Fund by creating a new will, adding a
codicil to your present will, or including the Fund in your revocable trust.
Please see your attorney, tax advisor or IRA administrator for specific advice on
the various planned giving options.
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A New Emblem for Our Society

By Peter Janney Schwab

At its October 4, 2018 meeting,
the Council of the Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Maryland
(SCWMD) enthusiastically adopted
a new alternative graphic emblem
for the Society’s use. The reasons
for adopting the new emblem are
threefold: to provide a strong, new
image that appeals to new members; to provide a colorful alternative design to the original, all-red
seal; and to incorporate authentic
symbols relevant to Maryland’s colonial military heritage that were
actually used by Maryland’s Colonial Era warriors.
The original red seal features the
quartered Calvert and Crossland
Arms taken from the 1634-48 Great
Seal of Maryland. This will remain
our Society’s official historic seal.
Our new emblem, however, does

1659 Maryland Colonial Shilling

not include the red and white
Crossland Arms. The Crossland
Arms represents the maternal side
of the Calvert family and was not
generally used by the Colony or
known to its inhabitants. Our new
emblem highlights the Arms of
George Calvert, first Baron (Lord)
Baltimore, in “black and yellow”
(in heraldry, these colors are designated “Sable and Or”). Calvert was
granted this coat of arms in 1625 as
a reward for service by King James
I, and it was Maryland’s recognized symbol during the colonial
period. The shilling and arms illustrations below demonstrate this.
It is of interest to note that Maryland also adopted and used two
other Great Seals during the colonial period, which featured the
Royal Cyphers of William and
Mary (1692) and Queen Anne
(1706).

century was the “black and yellow” Calvert Banner. Maryland’s
current state flag consists of both
the Calvert and Crossland Arms
quartered, officially adopted by the
General Assembly of Maryland in
1904.
In his booklet “Flags and Seals of
Maryland and the United States”
(1975), our Society’s former Governor Frederick T. Wehr refers to the
Calvert Banner, stating that
“Leonard Calvert carried it when
he fought the Virginians at Kent Island in 1637” and “Again in 1655 at
the Battle of the Severn the ‘black
and yellow’ was displayed. References of the same flag appear in the
records for 1741 and 1750.”

The Union Flag 1606 / 1707

The Calvert Arms Banner
The original flag representing
the Colony of Maryland in the 17th

Lord Baltimore Calvert
Arms, Title Page of
Maryland Session Laws
1726-1760 (Maryland
State Archives)

Crownstone with
Calvert Arms on
the Mason-Dixon
Line

On April 12, 1606, the National
Flags of Scotland and England
were united for use at sea. A royal
decree declared that the ships of
the Kingdom of Great Britain "shall
bear on their maintops the red
cross, commonly called St.
George’s cross, and the white cross,
commonly called St. Andrew’s
cross.” The Royal Navy christened
the British flag "The Union." The
Act of Union of 1707 joined England and Scotland together, creating a single kingdom with a single
Parliament called United Kingdom
of Great Britain. The Union Flag
thus became the national flag of
Great Britain.
Continued on page 7
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also depicted on the seal of our
Society’s silver punch bowl.
Two Arrows

Maryland’s French
and Indian War Flag
On August 6, 1755 (after
Braddock’s defeat at the Battle of
the Monongahela), Governor
Horatio Sharpe ordered “a Black &
Yellow Flagg 24 feet long and 16
feet broad with the Union in One
Corner” from London. In the 18th
century, the British regimental
flags all had the Union Flag in the
canton in a square (not rectangular)
shape.

George Calvert received a Charter from King Charles I for the new
colony of Maryland, to be named
for the King’s wife, Henrietta
Maria. Lord Baltimore’s fee for the
Charter, which was legally a rental
of the land from the King, was onefifth of all gold and silver found
and the delivery of two Native
American arrows to the royal castle
at Windsor every Easter.
1607, 1634, and 1775
The dates at the bottom of the
new SCWMD emblem are: 1607
(landing at James River, founding
of Virginia); 1634 (landing at St.
Clement’s Island, founding of
Maryland); and 1775 (Battles of
Lexington and Concord, end of the
Colonial Era). The red stars are derived from General Society Seal.
Silver Punch Bowl
The Society’s silver punch bowl
was made by our recently deceased
member Henry P. Hopkins, Jr., a
noted Baltimore silversmith. (His

St. Edward’s Crown
St Edward’s Crown has been traditionally used to crown English
and British monarchs at their coronations since the 13th century. The
original, medieval crown was
melted down by the Parliamentarians during Oliver Cromwell’s
rule. The present version of St
Edward’s Crown was made for
Charles II in 1661 and was used
until 1689, but not again until 1911,
and from then until today. This
crown is depicted on the seal of the
General Society as well as the General Society Insignia (medal). It is

Maryland Society Silver Punch Bowl Seal

obituary appears on page 4.) The
motto Fortiter Pro Patria (“Bravely
for their Country”) comes from the
General Society Seal. The punch
bowl’s oval seal design was the inspiration for our new emblem design, which also includes two concentric dotted oval borders.
New Emblem
Our new emblem incorporates
relevant symbols in a design like a
coat of arms. It is oval, with two
concentric dotted oval borders. It is
topped by St. Edward’s Crown.
The English-style shield incorporates the Calvert Arms, and the
upper left quarter includes the
Union Flag (in a square shape).
This design recreates Maryland’s
French and Indian War Flag, thus
embracing the symbology of all of
Maryland’s colonial war flags in
one design. Two crossed arrows
above the shield pay tribute to
Maryland’s native peoples and recall Lord Baltimore’s yearly payments to the King. The text “Society of Colonial Wars in the State of
Maryland” surrounds the shield,
and the pivotal dates of 1607, 1634,
and 1775 appear at the bottom,
punctuated by red stars.
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Propositus Prolificus: Colonel Edward Dorsey–
Shipwright, Soldier, Statesman
By Jeffrey Scott Watkins

In 1658 Maryland had its own
coinage. On one side was the bust
of the Colony’s founder. On the reverse side appear his arms and the
inscription “Benedixitique illis
Deus, et ait: CRESCITE: ET
MVLTIPLICAMINI” (“And God
blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the earth’”).
Was this passage from Genesis
meant to inspire early Marylanders? It certainly must have had an
impact on Edward Dorsey. No
propositus in the Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Maryland has more descendant
members than Colonel Edward Dorsey of Hockley.
Most of the original families
that settled in Anne Arundel
County—the Worthington,
Warfield, Ridgely, Greenbury, Norwood, Howard,
Hammond, Cockey, Owings,
Stockett, Shipley, DuVall, Elder
families and others too numerous
to list—intermarried with the
Colonel’s children, grandchildren,
and great grandchildren.
Colonel Edward Dorsey (c. 1644
– 1705) was born in lower Norfolk
County, Virginia to Edward
Dorsey, a shipwright, and his wife
Anne. Many families of Anne
Arundel County have origins in
Virginia. As Non-Conformists, Puritans, and Quakers, Maryland’s
liberal policy on religion embodied
in the Toleration Act of 1649 offered a future for them. When Edward Dorsey the shipwright
drowned off Kent Island, Colonel
Edward Dorsey along with his two
brothers Joshua and John were
granted 400 acres of Hockley-inthe-Hole by the third Lord Balti-

more, Charles Calvert, in 1664. Like
his father before him, Colonel Edward listed himself as a shipwright.
In 1670 Colonel Dorsey married
Sarah Wyatt, the daughter of a
wealthy planter, Colonel Nicholas
Wyatt, Gentleman. They produced
a family of eight children. After
Sarah’s passing in 1690, Dorsey

married Margaret Larkin and fathered five more children.
His military and political careers
were as prolific as his family life. In
1679 he was made a Justice of the
Peace for Anne Arundel County
and a Gentleman Justice of the
Quorum. As he rose in politics, his
rank in the militia followed. In
1686, he styled himself as Captain
Edward Dorsey of His Lordship’s
Army. He would rise to Major and
later to Colonel of the Horse, as the
militia unit was known. In his politics he was a Jacobite, a strong supporter of the House of Stuart, and

would host secret meetings in his
Annapolis home, according to reports from Colonel Nicholas
Greenbury to Sir Lionel Copley, the
Governor of the Province. Dorsey
was also a loyal supporter of the
Calverts and proved his appreciation and support by endorsing a
petition to the “Most Gracious Majesty King William III.” The 1689
petition supported the deposed
third Lord Baltimore, Charles
Calvert, whose propriety powers
had been stripped as a result of
his Catholicism and the Glorious
Revolution. In 1694 Dorsey became a member of the General
Assembly and represented
both Anne Arundel and Baltimore Counties. He settled
the boundary dispute between the two counties. He
was also made Keeper of the
Great Seal of Maryland in
1695.
His training as a shipwright
helped him in his service on several commissions laying out ports
in Anne Arundel County. He was
also involved in building the
Courts and Assembly of the Province and in keeping the records of
the Secretary’s office. Dorsey won
the contract to erect the first St.
Anne’s Church in Annapolis in
1696. Like most contractors, he was
late getting the job the done and
was fined by the Assembly. When
the State House was destroyed by
fire in 1704, the General Assembly
rented a house from Colonel
Dorsey to continue its sessions. He
was one of the first subscribers to
fund the King William School, the
first free school in the Maryland.
He was made trustee of the system
Continued on page 11
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Events Committee – At Work for You!
By Walter Byrd Mitchell

The Events Committee of the Society of Colonial Wars in the State
of Maryland (SCWMD) is composed of select gentlemen with exquisite expertise in event planning
and execution. As its name suggests, the Committee organizes a
wide variety of events that further
the Society’s mission of “holding
suitable commemorations” to celebrate our ancestors who helped
found our new nation.
As our Society members come
from
eclectic
backgrounds—
graduates of Tech schools and
Ivies, farmers and urban dwellers,
Yankees and Rebels, yachtsmen
and hunters—the task of satisfying
all tastes sets a high bar. For example, the Annual Oyster Roast in
January or February presents an interesting challenge: not everyone
fancies oysters. Accordingly, the
Committee arranges a non-shellfish display “for the less hearty”
and a cash bar that puts even the
most discriminating guest in the
“I’d certainly attend next year” column on the post-event survey. In
recent years we have averaged 130
Warriors and guests at the
L’Hirondelle Club, which displays
the oyster and clam raw bar in a
beautiful lake canoe.
In March we host our Constitution-mandated celebration of the
arrival of the first colonists in
Maryland in 1634. This stag dinner
is normally preceded by the Annual Business Meeting, at which
new leadership is elected. The dinner itself is our hallmark
celebratory event that includes a
fife and drummer, presentation of
the colors by a Color Guard, and
toasts to the Queen of England, the
President of the United States, and
the U.S. Armed Forces. In recent
years we have hosted a respectable

number of subscribers, who enjoy
an equally respectable portion of
South River Club Punch.
In certain years, the Society organizes a “Maryland Day” commemoration of Maryland’s unique
origin as a colony for religious tolerance. Events have been held at
the Baltimore Basilica and at St.
Mary’s City, with period re-enactors, solemn wreath laying, and
recognition of the beautiful statue
of Cecilius Calvert, first Proprietor
and Proprietary Governor of the
Province of Maryland, that was
commissioned by the Society in
1908 and which is situated outside
the Mitchell Courthouse in downtown Baltimore.
In order to make the Society
more family-friendly, the Events
Committee has organized summertime gatherings. These have
been held at various venues including the First Mine Run Club, the
Gibson Island Club, and the Upper
Club of the Green Spring Valley
Hunt Club.
Our fall event is a Christmas
Party that includes the ladies, who
add to the spirit of the season. We
typically host 120 or so Warriors
and their guests. In recent years,
this event has been held at the
Elkridge Club in north Baltimore.
In addition to selecting venues,
menus, and matching wines, the
Committee is responsible for the
production and presentation of the
much-loved South River Club
Punch. This oh-so-tasty libation is
offered at the Spring Assembly and
other events at which a tasting
would help “inspire in each other
the fraternal and patriotic spirit” of
our forefathers. It is presented in a
lovely silver punch bowl that is one
of the icons of our Society.
The Events Committee spends
close to $35,000 each year. In years

when we have co-hosted a dinner
dance with the ladies, our expenses
have exceeded $50,000. With a
keen eye on the budget, we seek to
hold events that are meaningful,
that please our members and their
families, that are not the “same old
same old,” and that provide the
opportunity to celebrate our ancestors.
In May 2021, Maryland will host
the General Society for its annual
meetings and social gathering.

Above: Events Chair Walter Byrd
Mitchell and Guest Speaker Peter Lesher
at the Spring Assembly
Below: A multitude of mollusks at the
Annual Oyster Roast
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Lord Baltimore in Miniature:
Calvert Statuette to be Replicated
By Jeffrey Scott Watkins

Since its acquisition last year, the
rare, 29-inch bronze statuette of
Cecilius Calvert has been the subject of much consideration by Governor and Council of the Society of
Colonial Wars in the State of Maryland (SCWMD). Several experts
believe the statuette was cast from
an original plaster maquette created by sculptor Albert Weinert as
the prototype for his large statue of
Calvert, erected by the Society in
1908 in front of the Mitchell Courthouse in downtown Baltimore.
During its September meeting, the
Council approved a motion to
commission the New Arts Foundry
of Baltimore to cast eight-inch miniatures of the statuette, which will
be available for sale to SCWMD
members in honor of the 125th anni-

Albert Weinert

versary of the Society’s founding.
The New Arts Foundry is regarded as one the best foundries in
the country. With a client list of
over 600, New Arts owner Gary
Siegel and his team work with
some of the world’s leading artists.
Samples of their fine work can be
viewed at newartsfoundry.com.
To achieve the detail, beauty,
and patina of the original, the process will require a union between
three-dimensional laser scanning
technology and an eight-part process known as lost-wax casting.
The 29-inch bronze will be scanned
to produce an eight-inch model,
from which a mold will be created.
Laser scanning is being performed
by Direct Dimensions of Owings
Mills, known internationally for
their precision.
To learn more about lost-wax
casting and the history of the
Calvert statue, visit the Society’s

website at www.scwmd.org. Go
the Media Page, click on Publications, and scroll down to the Winter 2017-2018 edition of The Maryland Colonial Warrior. The article
“Rare Society Treasure Discovered” begins on page 5.
The eight-inch model of the
Society’s greatest monument to
Maryland’s founder will make an
excellent addition to anyone’s art
collection. It is a legacy piece that
can be passed down as a symbol of
a family’s connection to colonial
Maryland and America and membership in our Society.
The 29-inch bronze will be on
display at the Society’s Annual
Christmas Party, where inquiries
can be made and orders can be
placed. The expected three-month
completion time should ensure
that orders will be delivered in
time for the Spring Assembly in
March.

Laser scanning of the statuette being performed at Direct Dimensions of Owings Mills
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Governor’s Letter
Continued from page 1

with that of the Biblical sisters Leah
and Rachel. If Virginia is Leah and
Maryland is Rachel, then America
is Jacob, who benefitted by their rivalry. Rachel was the more beautiful and spiritual of the sisters, but
Leah’s less elevated pursuits also
have a place in this world. John
Henry Hammond’s excellent
working out of this profound analogy blamed Virginia’s poor reputation on the “infancy and filth” of
her origins, which developed by

his day (1656) into “its present condition and happiness.” But of
Maryland he added, “I know of no
country (although I have traveled
many) that I more affect, more esteem, and which profits delights ...
here is both absolute profit and real
delight.”
Among the sweetest rewards of
our efforts to preserve the manuscripts, rolls, relics, and records of
colonial Maryland is the savor and
inspiration of ancient passages
such as this, expressed with the
learning and simple piety of our
ancestors, leavened with the poetry

and inquiring eye of men and
women who loved their food, their
wine, their dancing, their riding,
their beautiful Maryland countryside, and each other with a vivacity
that is still familiar on both sides of
the Bay. As Hammond said of his
beloved “Rachel”: “It is that country in which I desire to spend the
remainder of my days, in which I
covet to make my grave.” So would
we all.
Happy Saint Cecilia’s Day!
Respectfully submitted,

—Mortimer N.S. Sellers,
Governor

Dorsey
Continued from page 8

in 1694. King William School
is now known as St. John’s
College, one of the oldest colleges in America.
In December 1705 Colonel
Edward Dorsey died, leaving
a large estate of landholdings
including
Hockley-in-theHole, Major’s Choice, United
Friendship, Long Reach,
Owen’s Adventure, a large
plantation on the Patapsco between Baltimore and Annapolis with a deep water
cove (Elkridge), and a fine
two-story brick house in Annapolis.
Aside from his material
holdings, Edward Dorsey
lived up to the passage from Genesis: he was fruitful in his service
and works to God, his family, and
Maryland. His legacy has multi-

SOCIETY OF COLONIAL WARS
IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND
MORTIMER NEWLIN STEAD SELLERS
Governor
Cordially Invites You and Your Lady to Our

CHRISTMAS
PARTY
Saturday December 1, 2018
6:00pm To 9:00pm
The Elkridge Club
6100 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21212
Parking is available on site
Reduced fare for under 40 set

plied manyfold. Those from his
tree can take pride, comfort, and inspiration under its strength and
shade.

RSVP prior to Wednesday, November 21
using the enclosed reply card
KEY S.C. WORCESTER WALTER BYRD MITCHELL
Secretary
Events Committee Chair

Mark Your Calendar for these Upcoming Events:
December 1, 2018 (Saturday) – Annual Christmas Party, Elkridge Club
January 27, 2019 (Sunday) – Annual Oyster Roast, L’Hirondelle Club
March 21, 2019 (Thursday) – Annual Business Meeting and Spring Assembly, Maryland Club
Summer Event, to be determined; Fall Event, to be determined.
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Society Regalia
Warriors—and those who might
want to give them gifts—may wish
to consider these items.

Crafted by Ben Silver of Charleston,
the patch features a five-pin stud back
for a secure smooth fit and a wide border perfect for sewing. All members are
authorized for wear.
Blazer Patch
$75

The Society's 100% silk bow tie is produced exclusively for the Society by
Ben Silver of Charleston. All members
are authorized for wear.
Bow Tie
$75

The Society Rosette is produced by
Dexter Rosettes of Gwyneed Valley,
Pennsylvania. All members are authorized for wear.
9mm Society
Rosette in
Scarlet & White
$15

Visit the Society’s website at www.scwmd.org

SOCIETY OF COLONIAL WARS
IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND
P.O. Box 688
Riderwood, Maryland 21139-0688

The Society's 100% silk four-in-hand
tie is produced exclusively for the Society by Ben Silver of Charleston. All
members are authorized for wear.
Four-in-Hand Tie
$85

Please clearly indicate the item(s)
you wish to purchase, make your
check payable to GSCW, and mail
to:
G.S.C.W. - Langsdale Library
1415 Maryland Avenue
3rd Floor
Baltimore, MD 21201

