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Governor’s Letter
Gentlemen:
I am honored to have become
Governor of the Maryland Society
this past March, and I am quite
aware of the size of the shoes that
I have to fill… those worn by now
Deputy Governor General Tim
Sellers. Thank you Tim, for your
steady and strong leadership over
the past two years. I have much to
prove!
On a personal note, I am grateful to my friend of many years,
Braxton Dallam Mitchell, who
tapped me on the shoulder one
day in the parking lot at
Greenspring Station and said
“You need to join Colonial Wars.”
Braxton, as most of you will
know, has been a Maryland Warrior since 1954, served as our Governor in ’85-’87, and all four of his
sons continue his legacy in the Society, including my good friend of
many years Walter Byrd Mitchell.
The Mitchell and Robinson families attended the same church here
in town, and Braxton served as a
mentor of sorts for me. I am ever
grateful for his advice over the
years and now from Walter’s sage
thoughts today (as are we all!).
There is much to do in the next
two years, and wary of attempting
too much, I would hope that we
can concentrate our efforts in three
particular arenas in addition to our
normal schedule of social events.
First, I would like to continue the
great work by Deputy Governor

Governor Hugh Laughlin Robinson II

General Sellers in Historic Projects.
Financial support of Colonial historic preservation appears to me to
be a sine qua non for our Society…
as our Preamble states, “we seek
to… provide suitable commemorations or memorials relating to the
American Colonial period.” I have
tasked our Historic Projects Committee, so ably led by Peter Pearre,
with crafting a plan to increase our
activities in this most important
area. We have an uphill battle in
continuing to shine a light on the
accomplishments of our ancestors
in Colonial America and their labors in laying the foundations of
our great republic, but I believe
that this is a critical mission in
today’s world. I am confident you
share with me in this belief.

Second, we continue to be tasked
with refreshing our ranks with
new Warriors. This is a most important mission, as we need to
navigate
carefully
between
growth for growth’s sake and the
addition of gentlemen who will
continue our strong tradition in
proud representation of our ancestors and their positions of
“high trust and responsibility.”
The mission is simple... all of us
should hope to bring a prospective member to our attention
whenever we can... and not leave
this to others. If we believe in our
cause, we should bring likeminded men to our efforts in commemoration of “the fraternal and
patriotic spirit of [our] forefathers.”
Finally, we have an event to look
forward to in May of 2021… the
meeting of the General Society in
Annapolis! This annual General
Council will entail a significant
amount of work on our part, but I
firmly believe will be richly rewarding and quite simply, a ton of
fun. I have tasked Deputy Governor Gregg Wieland Hawes with
leading our efforts in Annapolis for
2021, and I have been extraordinarily pleased with his accomplishments thus far. We are well on the
way to building out a framework of
events that promise to be top notch.
That said, we will need to enlist
many Maryland Warriors with reContinued on page 2
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Enrolling new members is a
vital part of the effort to sustain the Society of Colonial
Wars in the State of Maryland.
Many thanks go to Membership Chairmen Talbot J. Albert
IV and Henry Conley Pitts, and
to Installation Chairman William Holland Wilmer III, for
their important work on behalf
of our Society's new members.
A warm welcome is extended
to the following gentlemen,
listed with the dates of their
election by the Council to
membership in our Society, as
recorded by Registrar Harry
Tracey Aycock IV.

We record with sadness the deaths of the following Maryland Colonial
Warriors. This list was compiled by William Frederick Yonkers.

CHARLES ENGLISH HENDERSON
(on January 10, 2019)
EDWARD LARMOUR RICH IV
(on March 7, 2019)
ALEXANDER BRISCOE MONTAGUE
(on March 7, 2019)

Allan John Mead
Granville Warren Wehland
Ralph Lynn DeGroff, Jr.
Henry Powell Hopkins, Jr.
Melvin James Bradley
Gordon Malvern Fair Stick, Jr.
James Hodges Ridgely, Jr.
Jacob Matthias Yingling

Died

Became
Member

January 5, 2018
March 18, 2018
April 19, 2018
June 17, 2018
April 26, 2019
July 29, 2019
August 24, 2019
September 14, 2019

1977
1986
1959
1981
1985
1961
1976
2006

Governor’s Letter
Continued from page 1

sponsibilities throughout the
weekend. The weekend is a short
18 months away, which will be
here before we know it, and we will
be enlisting many of you to assist in
the coming months.
It has been my privilege to be a
member of the Society as well as to
serve in various leadership positions. I am humbled to now lead
you wonderful gentlemen for a

short but important time in the life
of our Society. I am eternally grateful to those of you who have recently accepted leadership positions and I look forward to the
work ahead.
Fortiter Pro Patria!!
Respectfully submitted,
—Hugh Laughlin Robinson II,
Governor
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The Maryland Society has created a fund for Historical Projects. The fund
is named for our first governor, Henry Stockbridge. Contributions to the
Stockbridge Fund will allow the Society to enhance our sponsorship of historical projects around Maryland that are near and dear to the hearts of Warriors.
There are a number of gift planning options that can help you endow the
Stockbridge Fund: Bequests are the single most popular form of planned
gifts and one of the easiest to make. Your bequest may be in the form of cash,
securities, real estate, tangible personal property, or other assets. You may
provide for The Henry Stockbridge Fund by creating a new will, adding a
codicil to your present will, or including the Fund in your revocable trust.
Please see your attorney, tax advisor or IRA administrator for specific advice on
the various planned giving options.

www.scwmd.org
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Historic Projects
By Worthington Peter Pearre
Historic Projects Committee 2019

This year, the Society of Colonial
Wars in the State of Maryland
awarded three grants to projects
that range in location from the
Eastern Shore to the Appalachian
Mountains. This is no happenstance.
The goal of the Society is to aid in
the preservation of Maryland’s colonial heritage throughout the
state, from one end to another. All
three were also awarded matching
grants by the General Society of
Colonial Wars, which nearly
doubled the initial grant.
Rich Hill, Charles County
Rich Hill is an 18th century
house with a long and multifaceted
history, a part of which is associated with John Wilkes Booth. However, the origins of the house are
with the Gustavus Brown family of
Charles County. The Friends of
Rich Hill (associated with the
Charles County Historical Society)
was established to preserve, refur-

Fort Tonoloway

bish, and promote this unique part
of Southern Maryland’s history.
One aspect of that project will be
the creation of the “Dr. Gustavus
Brown Room.” Dr. Brown was the
builder of Rich Hill. He came to
Maryland in 1708 from Scotland.
During the next half century he became a prominent property owner
and his children married into the
most prominent families of the
colony. By the time of his death in
1762 he had also become the Laird
of Mainside and House Byres,
Roxburg, Scotland. According to
the Friends of Rich Hill, Dr. Brown
attained “a social position and
wealth unparalleled in the colony.”
The Starr Center,
Washington College, Kent County
Washington College’s Starr Center for the Study of the American
Experience explores the American
experience in all its diversity and
complexity. It seeks creative approaches to illuminating the past
and inspires thoughtful conversation informed by history. Through

educational programs, scholarship
and public outreach, and a special
focus on written history, the Starr
Center seeks to bridge the divide
between the academic world and
the public at large.
Adam Goodheart, the Director
of the Starr Center, is a historian,
essayist, journalist and author of
1861: The Civil War Awakening. The
Starr Center is located in the “Custom House,” which was built by
Thomas Ringgold in 1746.
Fort Tonoloway,
Washington County
In the summer of 1755, Fort
Tonoloway was built quickly by
the remnants of General Edward
Braddock’s forces following the disastrous attempt to capture Fort
Duquesne from the French. It was
a heavy timber stockade guarded
by twenty men under the command of Lieutenant Thomas
Stoddard. During 1756-1757 it was
the forward position protecting the
construction of the much more substantial Fort Frederick from attack.
It was reported that west of Fort
Tonoloway houses were burned,
livestock slaughtered and people
massacred. After Fort Frederick
was completed Fort Tonoloway
was abandoned.
As part of its “Six-to-Fix” program, Preservation Maryland is
partnering with the Maryland Park
Service and the National Park
Service’s American Battlefield Protection Program to confirm the location of the fort on a parcel of land
owned by the State of Maryland.
The Society of Colonial Wars in the
State of Maryland is recognized on
the Preservation Maryland website
as another partner in this important endeavor to find a lost part of
colonial Maryland history.
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111th General Council of
the Society of Colonial Wars
By Gregg W. Hawes, Chairman

The Maryland Society is honored to be hosting the 111th General
Council of the Society of Colonial
Wars in Annapolis, Maryland on
May 20-23, 2021. Extensive planning has already been undertaken
to ensure Warriors and their guests
maximize their enjoyment of the
Land of Pleasant Living.
The Westin Annapolis will serve
as our headquarters for the weekend and the site of Saturday’s ball.
Festivities will commence with a
Thursday evening cocktail cruise
of the Severn River, affording
views of Annapolis harbor, the U.S.
Naval Academy and surrounding
waterfront communities.
Friday morning while the delegates are meeting, ladies will enjoy tours of Annapolis colonial
houses and gardens. The Annapolis Yacht Club will provide lunch,
followed by a guided tour of the

Maryland State House

Old Senate Chamber

Naval Academy and Museum. The
Gibson Island Club will be our
front row seat for Friday’s cocktails
and dinner, with a commanding
view of the Chesapeake Bay.
On Saturday, the ladies will enjoy further morning activities and
lunch, while the delegates conduct
their final business. The gentlemen
will dine at midday at the Governor Calvert House, preceded by a
tour of the Maryland State House
across the street. The State House is
the oldest United States state capitol in continuous legislative use,
dating to 1772, and the site where
George Washington resigned his
commission in 1783 as commander-in-chief of the Continental
Army. A month later the State
House served as the meeting place
for Congress’s ratification of the
Treaty of Paris, formally ending the
Revolutionary War. Saturday afternoon will provide an opportunity

Annapolis Yacht Club

Gibson Island Club

for the gentlemen to enjoy a fun
colonial excursion. Saturday will
culminate with cocktails and a
white tie ball with music provided
by a popular local orchestra.
On Sunday morning, in addition
to our church service, the Society
will honor Sir Robert Eden, the last
Royal Governor of Maryland, who
is buried in Annapolis’ St. Anne’s
Churchyard due to the 1926 efforts
of the Society of Colonial Wars in
the State of Maryland.
In order to make the weekend a
success, we will need the assistance
of many Maryland Warriors to
serve on the various subcommittees being formed which will be responsible for transportation, hospitality, communications and a signature memento of the weekend.
The 2021 Committee will be reaching out to you in the near future for
your talents. Stay tuned!
Fortiter Pro Patria

U.S. Naval Academy Museum

Gibson Island Club

www.scwmd.org
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Events Committee – At Work for You!
By Walter Byrd Mitchell

The Annual Oyster Roast is continually remarked as a favorite
SCW event. New in 2019 was the
highly successful “A Day at the
Races” held at the Grand National
in Butler, where the Maryland Society won the Best Theme award.
The Summer Picnic held at the end
of summer at First Mine Run Club
draws an impressive crowd. And
the March Annual Assembly and
Christmas Party events bring together the opportunity for net-

working and celebration in lovely
settings.
In addition to selecting venues,
menus, and activities for our
events, the Committee is responsible for the production and presentation of the much-loved South
River Club Punch. This delectable
libation is offered at the Annual
Assembly and other events to
which tasting would lend itself to
“inspire in each other the fraternal
and patriotic spirit” of our forefathers. It is presented in a lovely sil-

ver punch bowl with matching
ladle that is one of the icons of our
Society.
Events Committee spends north
of $35,000 annually. In years that
we have co-hosted a dinner dance
with the ladies, our expenses have
exceeded $50,000. With a keen eye
on the budget, we seek to hold
events that are meaningful, pleasing to our members and their families, are not the “same old-same
old,” and provide the opportunity
to celebrate our ancestors.

Spring Dinner
A Day at the Races

Photo credits:
Warriors Aycock,
Hawes, Hoskins,
Schwab and Watkins.
Mine Run Picnic

Mark Your Calendar for these Upcoming Events:
December 7, 2019 (Saturday) – Annual Christmas Party, Mount Vernon Club, 6pm
January 19, 2020 (Sunday) – Annual Oyster Roast, L’Hirondelle Club, 1pm
March 26, 2020 (Thursday) – Annual Business Meeting and Spring Assembly, Maryland Club, 6pm
April 18, 2020 (Saturday) – A Day at the Races, Butler, MD, 1pm
Summer Event, to be determined; Fall Event, to be determined.
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Samuel Allen: Warrior-Politician, 1632-1705
Ancestor of George Allen Hughes
King Phillips War 1675
Town Clerk Bridgewater 1683-1702
Representative to the Massachusetts General Court 1693-1702
Samuel, Warrior/Politician, son
of Samuel the Settler, moved from
Braintree to Bridgewater about
1660 and was the first settler in E.
Bridgewater. He settled on the
banks of the Matfield River (formerly the St. John’s River), farmed,
operated a saw mill, and with his
wife, Sarah Partridge, had nine
children. Their son Josiah married
Mary Reed, a granddaughter of
Francis Cooke, a Mayflower Pilgrim. Their descendants remained
in the area through the Revolutionary War. Samuel and Sarah donated the land for the Old Graveyard in East Bridgewater and they
are buried there.
Abstract from History of Bridgewater, Massachusetts :
“On Saturday, Capt. Thomas Hayward, Sergeant Samuel Packard, John
Willis, and Isaac Harris went out to see
if the Indians were coming down upon
them, and they saw an Indian, which
made them think the enemy was at
hand; and they immediately pressed
Comfort Willis and Joseph Edson to go
post to the Governor and tell him of it.
And he went to Plymouth with them
the same day, to send Capt. Church
with his company. And Capt. Church
came with them to Monponset on the
Sabbath, and came no further that day;

and he told them he would meet them
on the next day. And Comfort Willis
and Joseph Edson came home at night
and told their friends of it, and Ensign
Hayward, Samuel Edson, Josiah
Edson, Joseph Edson, John Washburn,
Thomas Washburn, John Field, Nicholas Byram, Samuel Allen, John Gordon, John Hayward, John Packard,
John Ames, Comfort Willis, Guido
Bailey, Nathaniel Hayward, John
Whitman, and Samuel Leach went out
on Monday, supposing to meet with
Captain Church; but they came upon
the enemy, and fought with them, and
took seventeen of them alive and also
much plunder. And they all returned,
and not one of them fell to the enemy,
and received no help from Church.”
The Bridgewater militiamen reported that the Indians they met on
Monday, July 31, were so stunned
and terror-struck that many of
them were helpless to defend
themselves. According to one
account, “ Some
of the Indians acknowledged that
their arms shook
and trembled so
they could not
readily discharge

Inventory of the Estate - Samuel Allen of Bridgewater

their guns as they would have
done. Ten Indians were shot dead
with loaded muskets in their
hands, while fifteen others “threw
down their guns and submitted
themselves to the English.” For
many of the Indians there was no
reason left to continue.

SOCIETY OF COLONIAL WARS
IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND
HUGH LAUGHLIN ROBINSON II
Governor
Cordially Invites You and Your Lady to Our

CHRISTMAS
PARTY
Saturday December 7, 2019
6:00pm To 9:00pm
The Mount Vernon Club
8 W. Mount Vernon Place
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Parking is available on site
Reduced fare for under 40 set
RSVP prior to Wednesday, November 20
using the enclosed reply card
KEY S.C. WORCESTER WALTER BYRD MITCHELL
Secretary
Events Committee Chair

www.scwmd.org
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Our Society’s Proudest Monument
Can Be Yours

In celebration of the Society’s 125th anniversary, a commemorative 8 inch solid bronze replica made
from the original 29 inch maquette of Maryland’s founder, the second Lord Baltimore, Cecilius
Calvert, is available to Society members for purchase. Created by Albert Weinert over a century ago,
the maquette was the model for the statue that stands in front of the Clarence Mitchell Courthouse.
Commissioned by the Society, the New Arts Foundry of Baltimore, known internationally for its
quality work, has captured the detail, texture and patina of Weinert’s original. Make this piece a
symbol of your support of the Society of Colonial Wars and your family’s role in colonial America.
This heirloom collectible has been sized (8 inches) to adorn any mantel, bookshelf or
cabinet. Suggested retail is $1200.00, but this offer of only $485.00 is made exclusively to SCWMD
members. $100.00 of your purchase will go in support of the Society.
Ordering Is Easy, Simply Write Two Separate Checks:
1) Make the first check payable to the Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Maryland in
the tax deductible amount of $100.00.
2) Make the second check payable to the New Arts Foundry in the discounted amount of
$385.00.
Place both checks in the same envelope (PLEASE INCLUDE A PHONE NUMBER AND
EMAIL) and mail to:
The Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Maryland.
P.O. Box 688
Riderwood, Maryland 21139
Each order is custom produced. Allow 4 to 6 weeks delivery.
For inquiries please contact Scott Watkins at 443-253-4272 or e-mail at jscotwat@gmail.com.
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Society Regalia
Warriors—and those who might
want to give them gifts—may wish
to consider these items.

Crafted by Ben Silver of Charleston,
the patch features a five-pin stud back
for a secure smooth fit and a wide border perfect for sewing. All members are
authorized for wear.
Blazer Patch
$75

The Society's 100% silk bow tie is produced exclusively for the Society by
Ben Silver of Charleston. All members
are authorized for wear.
Bow Tie
$75

The Society Rosette is produced by
Dexter Rosettes of Gwynedd Valley,
Pennsylvania. All members are authorized for wear.
9mm Society
Rosette in
Scarlet & White
$15

Visit the Society’s website at www.scwmd.org

SOCIETY OF COLONIAL WARS
IN THE STATE OF MARYLAND
P.O. Box 688
Riderwood, Maryland 21139-0688

The Society's 100% silk four-in-hand
tie is produced exclusively for the Society by Ben Silver of Charleston. All
members are authorized for wear.
Four-in-Hand Tie
$85

Please clearly indicate the item(s)
you wish to purchase, make your
check payable to GSCW, and mail
to:
G.S.C.W. - Langsdale Library
1415 Maryland Avenue
3rd Floor
Baltimore, MD 21201

